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Copley Square will remain ‘locked down’
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Bay State residents can expect the massive security surge prompted by the

marathon bombing to continue throughout the week, with Copley Square under

lockdown, the Common converted into a National Guard staging area and a flood of

law enforcement officials patrolling Boston — even as city officials urged residents

to return to work as normal.

“The city of Boston will be open, but it will not be business as usual,” said Gov.

Deval Patrick, later adding that life in the city is “not going to be easy, simple or

regular.”

Patrick said the National Guard has secured a 15-block crime scene and is limiting

access in the area, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation has taken over the

probe into who planted the explosives.

“There will be a heightened law enforcement presence. People should expect

delays,” he said.

Dot Joyce, a spokeswoman for Mayor Thomas M. Menino, urged those who work in

the city to continue as normal only one day after the devastating blast that killed

three and injured at least 100.

But Patrick warned that the Copley Street station on the Green Line will be closed

today and that commuters should expect random bag checks. There will be MBTA

delays.

“We just ask everyone to be patient,” he said, adding that the area around Copley

“is pretty much going to be locked down until the investigation is complete.”

Rick DesLauriers of the FBI took over the investigation last night, saying the agency

plans to work with federal, state and local emergency officials to ensure safety in

the city.

“I encourage everyone to have a heightened state of vigilance in the Boston area,”

DesLauriers said.

National Guard troops swarmed the Common last night and will be using the spot

as a staging area for operations in the coming days, said Peter Judge, director of
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the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency.

“They are going to evaluate whether they are going to bring more help in,” Judge

said.

The State House will be open today, but additional state police officers will be

posted at many of the entrances.

Law enforcement will continue to have a presence at Brigham and Women’s

Hospital, Boston Medical Center and Massachusetts General Hospital, where

victims are being treated.

“Tomorrow will not be business as usual in Boston,” said Boston Police Department

Commissioner Edward F. Davis. “There will be a significant police presence

throughout the city.”

Davis said officers will be working in 12-hour shifts to ensure more manpower on

the streets, and another Boston official said officers will “go through every nook and

every cranny” of the area.

DesLauriers warned that the site of the blasts remains a crime scene and the event

“is a potential terrorist investigation. We will be working diligently to gather all the

facts. It is an ongoing investigation.”

 

If you took a cell phone video or photo of yesterday's Marathon bombing, please

email the clip to photos@bostonherald.com [1]. If you have a tip, contact

citydesk@bostonherald.com [2].
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